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13 An Arrow againſ Mixt 
DAN.CIN'G: 


| Oncerning-- the Controverſy as«' 
= { bout Dancing, the-Queſtion 1K 

, not, whether all Daxcirg be in it 
Cs ſelf ſinful. Ir is Eruneecs Thats, 
| Pyrehical or Polemical. Saltation >4.-e; Wwhens 


| men vault in their Armour; to ſhew their. 
| ſtrength and activity, may be of uſe. Nor, - 
15 the queſtion, whether a ſober and grave 
| Dancing of Men with Men, or of Women 
with Women, be not allowable ; we make 
no doubt of that, where it may be done ' 
| without- offence, in due ſeaſon, and withy 
' moderation, The Prince of Philoſophers 
| has obſerved truly, that Davcipg or Leap= 
ing, is 4 natural expreſſion of joy: So that, 
there iS no more Sin in it,, than in laugh 
ter, or any outward expreſſion of inward, 
RejoyCing, ... OY Þ+/ 
But our queſtion is concernig Gynecandri-: 
AY Cab, 
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| cal Dancing, or that which is commonly 
called Mixt or Promiſcuous Dancing, vis. 
of Men and "Vomen {| be they elder or 
Younger perſons ) together : Now this 
we affirm to be utterly unlawful, and that— 
Ir cannot be tollerated in ſnach a place as 
New- Fng/and, without great Sin. And 
that it may appear, that we are not tran(- 
ported by Affection without Judgment, 
let the following Arguments be weighed 
in the Ballance oi the Sanctuary. 
Arg. t« That which ihe Scripture con- 
demns is ſinful. None but Atheiſts will 
. deny this Propefition: But the Scripture | 
condemns Promiſcuous Dancing, This A4ſ-_ 
ſumption 15 proved, 1. From the Seventh 
Commandment, It 15 an Eternal Truth to 
be obſerved in expounding the Command- 
ments, that whenever any fin 15 torbidden, 
not only the higheſt acts of that ſin, bur 
all degrces thereof, and all occaſions lead- 
ing thereto are prohibited. Now We can- - 
not find one Orthodox and Judicious Dt- 
vine, that writeth on che Commandments, 
but mentions Promiſcuous Dancing, a$S 4 
breach of the ſeventh Commandment, as 
| being 


and Premiſcuous Dancing. +3 


being an occaſion, and an incentive tothat 
which is evil in the ſight of God. Yea, 
this is ſo manifeſt as that the .Aſembly in 
the /arger Catechiſm, do expreſly take no- 
— tice of Dancings, as a violation of the 
__ Commandments. It 1s fad, that when in 
times of Reformation, Children have been | 
tavght in their Cotechiſm, that ſuch Dax- 
cing is againſt the Commandment of God, | 
that now in New-Eng/and they ſhould pra- || 
ically be learned the contrary. The un- 
chaſt Touches and Geſticulations uſed by 
Dancers, have a palpable tendency- to that 
which is evil. Whereas ſome object, that 
they are not ſenfible of any i}| motions oc- 
caſioned in them, by being Spectators or 
Actors in ſuch Saltatiovs; we are not 
bound to believe'all' which ſome pretend 
concerning their own Mortification. But 
ſuppoſe it were fo, if there be other per- 
, ns, who are by Mixt Dancing drawn into 
'\ fin; that's enough apainſt it. And that 
many are ſo, Juvenal's Verſcs are a ſufhci- 
ent proof = 


A3 Forſitan | 
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Forſitan expeftes ut L Gaditana ] canoro. 
{ncipiat prurire chore, plauſug; probate. 


And that of Zorace, Motus doceri gaw- 
det Jonicos Matura Virgo, & 2 of Atts- 
bus, jam nunc & inceſtos amores, 


7 


2. Beſides the ſeventh Commandment, 
' There are other Scriptures, \which ſeem ex- 
prelſly and particularly to condemn the Dan- 
cing we plead againſt, It iS ſpoken of as 
| , the great ſin of theDaughters of S/ov, that 
i hey cid walk with ſtretched-out necks, 
and with wanton. eyes, walking and miy- 
|| Cing as they go, and making a: tinkling with 
; their feet, 11a. 3, 16. Thoſe great Interpre- 
[|] ters Junius, and Rivet, and Ravanelus, con- 
| __ ccive,thatScripture: hath a ſpecial reſpe to 
thoſe artificial and proud carriages which 
'' are learned in theDancing School. And the 
' Holy Apoſtle Pau! condemns Rioring as a 
_ vice, Rom, 13, 13+ Fhe original wordCri- 
| rica] and Accurate! Expoſitors Interprey, 
|| as reflecting on PetulantDancings. And ano- 
| | ;her Apoſtle ſpeaks ogt only of Exceſs i 
= 7 ' __ __ 


S, . ſcene. Thus he, And indeed, as Ravanellus 


y- and Yeetius have well obſerved : the Greck 
{> | word K*p; (which our Tranſlators call Ri- 
&- oing, and in Peter, Revelling) is by the 
1- ; moſt learned in the Greek Tongue, judged” 
lO to intend Dascing. Thus Heſjchius faiths 
M1 | that it is"u9\ *e3n ows And it evident, 
c | that ' Pirdar,theGreek Poet, doth ſo uſe the 
a | word. He faith, Kayaks o'r ours i, 6, Salta 
i , cam Hymn. Vid. Zninger. Theatr, Vol. 2+, 
» | lib. 5.p-3809. WI 

” ; = xg 1s, that according to the 
'® | judgment of the moſt profoung ang accu- 
SHEETS To —a_ 
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Wine, but of Revelling, as a Sin which the 
Gentiles before their ——_— to _ 
were generally guilty of, 1 Pez. 4.3. The 
word ranks Revelling, may be read 


Dancing. It is the fame with that in the 


Romans, which our tranſlation calls Riot- 


\ 


upon it;By K*,o,he intends wanton Danting, . || 


and ſs it is fitly mentioned after that of Ex= 
ceſs in Wine, becauſe it was cuſtomary with 


the Gentiles, after they had_been drinking to | 


Exceſs, 10 fall to dancing and finging ; and 


commonly their SOngs were profane and 0 


| 
| 


ing. The learned Aretius comments thus | 
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Interpreters ; the Scripture does expreſly, 
-and by name condemn Davcing as a vicious 

practice. The argument ſtands thus, Kya 

 areexpreſly condemned in the Scripture > 
| But mi*#tPaxcines are Keys, Therefore they 

_ are expreſly condemned in the Scripture. 
 Alſounder that ofChambring, Wantoneſs, laſ- 
_ civouſneſs Dancings are implicd. 

3+ There are many other Scripturgg which 

' edoimplicilly condemn them as finful. How of- 

|| ten does the Scripture commend unto. 

Chriſtians, Gravity and Sobriety,'in their 

; behaviour ar all times; and condemn all 

| Levity in Carriage. When as Dancing is 

| - (cas ſome have expreſſed it ) a Regular 

|: ZHadneſs. That wiſe Prince Alphonſus, atter 
| 


He had ſeen ſuch things, the queſtion being. | 
a$Sked, . What is the difference between. a 
|| Dancer and a Mad-man? Replied ; Thevs 
was n0 Other difference, but only this; that. 
' zhe perſen who is really Phrentick, is mad 
'. all the day long ; when as the Dancer is only, | 
|' nad an hour in a day perhaps. Lud. Vives 
z:l!s a pleaſant ſtory of certain men, who 
1|' coming out of A/a into Spain, when they 
il] Jaw the Spanzards dance, they were ſo. af- 
|| Yrighted, as to run away, ſuppoſing them 


5 OI bo AUO iq res AD — 


Y 


and Promiſcuous Dancing- » 
to te poſſeſſed with ſome Spirit, dr mad 
at leaſt. And truly ſuch affected Levity, 
and Antick Behaviour, when perſons $ktp 
and fling.about like Bed/ams, as they ſays 
| Daxcers are wont to do; 1s no way be&co- | 
' ming the Gravity of a Chriſtian. Mere» | 
over, the Scripture faith, Whatſcever things | 
are of good report, think of theſe, Phi. 4. 8. 
which implieth, that: Chriſtians ought to 
| avoid things of evil report. But Promiſcuous 
| Dancings are ſo; & that not only amongſt 
{crious Chriſtians, but-even amongſt the || 

Gentiles. Their grave and wiſe men .have_ 

; branded that culms vile, infamous, and 

|  abominable; whoſe: wortls.. we thall-hear. 
| anon» But therefore that-Rule which:ſaith, 
. | Mmeddle not with. things: of bad report; 
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| forbids Chriſtians to have anyconcernment 
_| with Promiſcuoxs Dancings., Yet agdin- the 
| Scripture jaith,. Give no offence, neither to., 
' the Jew, nor to the Gentile; wor to the Ghardb | 
| of God,.1 Cor, 10. 32. In indifferent things 


this precept takes place ; but the impleac> | 
ed Dancing, is very offenſive upon. triors | 
accounts than one, as will alterwards:aps 
| Arg. 


Pear. 
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| Arg. 2. If we confider, by whom this pra- 
Alice of Promiſtuods Dancing was firſt invent- 
ed by whom patronized, As. by whom witneſ- 
fed againſt, we may well conclude, that the 
admitting of it, in ſuch a place as New-En- 
gland, will be a thing pleaſing ts the De- 
vil, but highly provoking to'the Holy God. 

We deſign to write as comprehenſively 
aS wetan; and have therefore in this Ar- 
gument put ſeveral things together, the 
particulars whereof we ſhall endeavour to 
clear. 

r. Who were the Inventors jw Perulant 
Dancings > They had not their original 'a- 
mongſt the People of God, but amongſt 
the Heathen. Learned men have well ob- 
|} ſerved, that the Devil was the firſt inventor 
|} of the impleaded Dances, and the Gentiles, 
who orion him, the firſt Practitioners 
, 1n this Arr. They did honour the Devils, 
| Whom they ſerved in this way ; their Feſti- 
| vals being for the moſt part ſpent | in Play 
|! and Dances. And from them did the A- 
Fe emi Idolatrous /faelites learn to be- 

ve themſelves, as they did, when they 

worſhip- 


0 . 
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worſhipped the Golden . Calf. They ja 
down, to cat and drink, and roſe up to play, or 
to dance. 1 Cor.7. 10. Hence amonglt the” 
Greeks, Bacchus was filed 9i% x69; the” | 
God that loved Dancing. Their manner 
was, that a Company ot.'Young Men and | 
Women, with Muſical Inſtruments, would 
Dance and Sing together, in honoqr. of | | 
Bacchus ; whom alto they called xe ] \| | 
narhe of K»u% which (ab before was ſhew- | 
ed ) does from thence ſignifie Dancing, vid. 
Alting Theol. Prohlem. Loc. 10. p. 510. Nor. | 
iS it to be wondred that thoſe miſera= | 
bly deluded Souls , who thought. and ' 
taught, that their Gods were Adutterers, did | 
ſuppoſe that they would be delighted with 
ſuch Dances; as had a tendency that way, - 
yea, the Gentiles took ſuch leafuxs in Nane 
cing, .that they, learned ſome-irratiogal, 
Creatures that jooliſh Art. lo. forcial Cap 
Strabo in lib. 11 . relates ) they taught Apes 
to Dance, When Diana's Feſtiyal,was cele+ | 
brated, Daxcing Apes were brought. forth to 
honour it. This is cnough to make Chriſti» | 
ans, not only deride, but deteſt ſuch Vanis || 
ties; eſpecially conſidering that tho Scripy | 
tures 


———— 
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ture ſaith, Learn not the way of the Heathen. 
Jer. x0. 2. And that the Lords People may 
xot do after their manners, nor imitate their 
Heathenith Cuſtomes, Lev. 20. 23. And 
that Chriſt came to redeem Believers from 
their vain Converſation, 1 Pet. 1. 18. And 
that they ſhould not 5e conformed to this 
world, Rom. 12. 2. 2 
A practice in uſe,only amongſt theHeathen, 
but never known among the people of 
God,except in times of degeneracy, ought 
not to be taken up. But this is true of 
that praQtice, which we now teſtify againſt. 
2. By whom have Promiſcuous Dances been 


_ patronized> Truly, by the worſt of the 
Heathen. Caligala, Nero, and ſuch like A- 


theiſts and Epicures were delighted in 
them. Lacins ( that infamous Apoſtate ) 
hath written an Oration, in defence of-pro- 
fane and Promiſcuous Dancings. Amongſt 
the Papiſts, ſome of their more gtave Wri- 
ters, decry ſuch a practice as a great Immo- 


 Tality. Alexander Fabritius, a Learned 


Man, though Popiſhly affected, was indeed 
clearly convinced of the great ſin which 
15 therein. His werds are worthy _ ta- 

KINg 
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ftified againt this prattice? Ignorant and 
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king notice of them ; he thus expreſſeth 
himſelf. The entring into the Proceſſions of 
Dawces, hinders men from ingreſs into the hea- 
venly Proceſſion ; and thoſe who Dance, offend 
againſt the Sacraments of the Charch. Firſt, 
araivſt Baptiſm ; They break .the Covenant 
which they made with God in Baptiſm ; 
wherein they promiſed, to renounce the Devil 
and his Pomps ; but when they enter into the | 
Dance, they go in the Pgſ8hous Proceſſion of 
the Devil. Thus that AtUMor : But gene» 


rally, Popiſh Caſuiſts juſtity it, as they do 
many other moral evils ; ſo Cajetan Az» 
rius, Stlvefter, and other Papiſts ; The cor- 
rupt Schoolmen makes a light matter of its 
calling it a YVevial Sin: And therefore La- 
water does juſtly vpbraid the Popiſh Religie 
on, in that their Writers do generaliy maine 
tain the lawfulneſs of Promiſcuons Dancings. 
So that the Patrons of this Practice are 
men not ſound in the Faith. | 

3. Who are ti ey that have faithfully tt- 


Protane MenA4ay, na body is againſt it, but 
a few filly Preciſians, who are more pre= 


Ciſc than wiſe. But we certainly know, 
_ thax 


: Pg 
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that the wiſeſt, and the learnedeft, and the 
frolicſt men in the world have diſliked it. 
The Antient Doors, -( Fathers as they are 
called) have thundred againſt this Sin. 
' Chryloſtom in his Sermons on Gene/s, treat- 
_ Ing on Facob's Marriage ;. Here ( faith he} 
We read of a Wedding, but wot a word of 
Dancivg there. Yea, he ſticks not to call 
Duancins 2 D...bolical Prattice. Arid in a- 
nother of his Sermons; He faith, that 
Wherever there is a Petulant Daxce, the 
Devil is ont of the Company. And Arnebi- 
as does vehemently reprehend the Gen- 
tiles, becauſe of their laſciviovs Dances. 
Auſtin doth ſeverely tax this vice. Ambroſe 
doth adviſe all Godly Parcits, that would 
not have the Souls of their Children cor-: 
rupted and ruined, not to ſend them ts 
the Dancing-Schaol. And how often do 
the Fathers call the Dance a Work of Stan, 
one of his Pomps and Vanities, which all bap-. 
tized perſons are bound to renounce > Ani 
pot only Fathers, but whole Councils have 
torn witneſs againſt them. So. did the 
 Oecumenical Synod; at Conſtantinople. Allo 


the Synod which mer at Laoeicea, and | 
{evul al 
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Fveral others; abſolutely prohibit all Pro» - 
miſcuous Dancings, not allowing them fo 
much, as at Weddings Thus it was with 
Chriſtians, before the World did - degene- 
rate again into Paganiſh, Heatheniſh Cu- 
ſtoms. We have now heard the ordinance 
of Antiquity diſcharged againſt the im- 
| pleaded Dancers, 4 Shower of Arrows 
!} are yet behind. wþ ; 1 
As for the great Reformers of Religion, and 
Oppoſer s of Antichriſt ianiſm, none have gone 
beyond them, in an Holy Zeal, againſt 
' Profaneand Promiſcuous Dancing. Let 
us in the firſt place, cite the Waldeyſes : 
| Thev are in the Scripture, honoured with 
' the nameof Saints, Rev. 13. 7. Theſe Saints 
| of God, and Martyrs of Jeſus,were haters of 
' Maxt Dances. Becaule thicir words are Pa- 
|  thetical; we ſhall here tranſcribe and in- 
| lert them, as we find them mentioned by 
| Perris, in his Hiſtory of the Dodtrine and 
{ Diſcipline of the Waldenſes , p. 63, They 
thus teſtify - A Dance is the Devils Proceſ= 
fron. THe that enters into a Dance, enters inte 
' his Poſſeſſion, The Devil is the Guide,;the mid 
, dle and the endof theDance, A man finneth in 
D.ucing 
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Dancing divers wayes; as in his Pace, for 
all his ſteps are numbred; in his Touch, tuhis 
Ornaments, in his Fearing, ſight, Speech, and 

ther Vanities, We will prove firſt from 
Scripture, and then by other Reaſons, how wick 
ed athing it tis to Dance,---- He that Danceth, 
maintaineth the Devil's Pomp, and fingeth 
his Maſs. Again, In a Dance, a man breaks 
tle Ten, Commandments of God. The very - 
motion of the Body, which is uſed in Dancing, 
giveth Teſtimony enough of evil. Auſtin ſaith, 

The miſcrable Dancer knoweth not, that a: 
many Paces. as he makes in Dancing. ſo many 
Fleps he makes 10 Zell. Thus ( and much 
more to this purpoſe) do thoſe faithful 
Witneſſes of Chriſt, declare againſt this 
Protane Practice. M orecover, the . Mini- 
ters of the Reformed Churches in France,. 
did above an hundred ycars ago, ( viz. An- | 
”0 1581. ) concur in writing, and publiſh- 
ing 4 Book, againſt the vice we arc '1m- 
pleading. Alſo Venerable Calvin, Marlorat, 
Lavatcr, Daneus, Tilenus, Polanus, Zeppes 
rus; all condemn it as utterly unlwawtul. 

Peter Martyr and Aretius in their com- , 


mon places, do elaborately diſcourſe a- 
bout 
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bout mixed Dancing, and prove it to be an. 
unlawful Recreation. The Judicious Rivet 
faith, rhat ſuch Dancings as teach wanton- 
neſs in looks, or pride in behaviour, as he 
thinks almoſt all the Sa/rations do, whiclt 
are now adayes Artificially- tearncd 'in the ,_ 
Dancing-Schools,: are breaches of rhe ſeyentli 
Commanement, and ought not to be tole- 
razed in any Cliriſtian Common-wealth. 
The great Yoetius hath lately, and (accot- 
ding to his wonted manner)witl very mucly 
learning and ſtrength of reaſon, proved that 
fuch Exercifes are very- ſinful. The'like 
has been done by the Excellent Altingius.. 
Amongſtour Zgliſh Divines there iS a cloud: 
of Witneſſes. There are three Biſhops who 
have written againſt Promiſcuous Dancing 
as unlawful ; fo Dr. Downham, Babingtorms 
and Andrews, and one- Arch-Biſhop (tho we 
confeſs a Puritanical one) viz. the incom- 
parable Z/her, hath given his Teſtimony 
againſt Vanities of this kind. Beſftles theſe 
Dr. Rainold, Dc. Ames, Mr. Perkins. Mre 
Dod, Mr. Elton, Mr. Bolton, Mr. Brinſſey, * | 
Mr. Darham and others: have abundantly | 
proved. it to be unlawful. Alſo Nr, Pris 
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has in his 27;//irie Maſtix, a large diſcourſe 
on tis 1abjcet, Wholo ſhall p'caie to read 


Um, Wiil :izzd that good men have been 
very ſevcrein their cenſure on Dancers. He 
will therc ice it attiried, that mixed Danc- 
ing is a Recreation fitter for Pagans & whores 
& Druukards thaa for C' rijtians : And that 
the Gat? of tleaven is too ilrait for a Chore 
ot impure Dancers to en'cr in thereat : Er 
that ſucl; Caprivg Goats vill not be found 
ainongit Sheep at the laſt Dan, with many 


the like feverc expreſſions. So odious was | 


this practice Practice in former times, when 
Nebauclicry and Atneiſm had not obtained 
chat Credit which this Adulteraqus Genera- 
tion has put upon 1t. 

Ari. 3. That Pradice which tle Graver 
fort of [deati:en have condemned as unlawſul, 
Ciriſtians may well look upon as Sinful, Rom. 
Dancin ; 2s thall by Teſtimony be made 
tO appear. IIs 

Macrobins informs us, that amongſt the 
Anrticnt Remans $xjl in Dancing was , repu- 
ted an 1i1/amous thing. Scipio Africauus 
complains thatſome 2 Jus tune would 5 

Wiſll 


2.1.1, 15. But this is true concerning mixed” 
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wich impudent Dancers (as he calls them) 
and learn to ſing with them,, Which pras 
ice their Anceſtors looked upon as a difl 
grace to Gentlemen. He thercſ{ore ſpeaks 
of it as a great degeneracy of that Age,thag 
ſome being Perſons of Quality, ſent their 
Chiidren to a Dancing-ſchool, and that he 
had himſelf ſeen at one of thcir Schools, &_ 
Boy of twelve years old Dancing, which h& 
thought was a fitter employment fora lewd 
and fooliſh ſerving-boy, than for the Sors 
of a Gentleman. And Salyft ( that brave 
Roman Hiſtorian) layeth it as a Brand of 
Infamy upon Sempronia, that ſhe had beers 
taught to Dance, which he ſays was a ſign 
of diſhoneſty ; ſuch a practice being the en 
ftrument of Luxury, And Cicero in his Ora« 
tion Pro Murenalaith, that if a Man be & 
Dancer, he is doubtleſs either a Drunkardk 
or a mad man. Nemo ſaltat ſobrius nift for= 
te inſaniate He blames Cato for having ſucly 
hard thoughts of Murenra, as to ſuppuie him 
guil:y of Dancing. For (faith he) if he be 
| a Dancer, without doubt he is a Lad nam 
indeed, fince that Vice neyer goeth aloneg 
He ſaith of Gabivirsand Anto;mus that they* 
1 2D 3 . - . 
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dnuſt neec's be vicioos perſorts,” becauſe they 
were Dancers, Seneca bewails it, that in 
his rime young Ones were corrupted with 
O2ſcene Dances; and that Dancing-ſchools 
woretoleacdin the City, and rhat fome 
When th-y were, -inllamed at the Darce, 


went fromthe Dancing-(chool to the Brothel 


Gouſe. . Prizmus ſevercly reproved his ſons 
tecauſe he underſtood they were "cexrcrar 


1. e. Dancers, Plutarch in his Deſcription of 


a Vertuous Woman, mentions this as a Ne- 
eative qualification, that ſhe muſt not be a 


| Dancer. Underſtand him and the othcr 


Authors cited, as ſpeaking of Promiſcuous 
Dances. The Emperor Tiberius baniſhed 
Dargers, not only from his Court, but our 
of the Citi of Fome. | 


Now theit, {hall the Gentiles, who had 


oaly tbe darkLivht of Nature to ſhew them 
what thingsaregood & what evil;condemn 
Petulint dinciars? And ſhall Chriſtianswlho 
] ave the S-riptures an: the Glorious Light 


ot the G: xl to illuminate them, practiſe 


cor Þlead tor ſuch works of Darkneſs? And 
$Þa1l that :{ominationbe fer up in New: Eng- 


JS { 1"o vlace where the Light of the 
Goſpel | 
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Goſpel has ſhined ſo Gloriouſly) which o- 
ral Feathes have detcſted 2 The Lord lay 
not this great ſin to the charge of any, who 
have at all been guilty of it. . 

Arg. 4. The prattice which is not ſantti- 


fied by Prayer, but is an Enemy to Religions 


Exerciſes, is ſurely an evil Practice. But this” 
is true concerning mixt dancing. It is a good. 
Ryle which Pra:tical and CaſuiſticalDivines 
are wont to give, That work which a Man 


Cannot pray over, let him not. meddle with/ - 


A Chriſtian ſhould do nothing wherein he 
cannot exerciſe Grace, or put a reſpe& of 
Obedience to God on what he does. Thisin 
JawfulRecrcations may be done.1Cor-10-3r; 
But who can ſeriouſly pray to theHolyQ&, 
to be with him when he 15s going toa Pro=: 
miſcuqus dance ? It is that which hinders: 
Religious Exerciſcs, eſpecially for perſons 
to go immediately from hearing a Sermoir 
to a Gunecandrical Dance, It is an high de- 

rce of profanenefs, an impudcat contempt. 
put upon the Goſpel. The Devil thereby 


catcheth away the good ſecd of the Word,' 
and the former Religious Exerciſe is ren- 


dered inet{zQuah 'Some that write againſt 


dances 


#: 
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dances, oblerve, that many young perſons who 
ieemed to be hopeful, and to have ſome goud 
beommmings of Picry 1n them, by fail:ng into ac- 
quaintance with that unlawfulRecreation, have 
3n a Ile time utterly left all favour of gaod ; 1t 
being juſt with God, when they have forſaken 
him to foilow the Dzvils Poms and Vaniries, 
to withdraw [1s [Toly Spirit from them, and jus 
dicially pive them up to mind ncthing elſe but 


Folly. The Lord grant that none amongſt our 


ſelves may find the obfervation crugs 

Arg. 5. For Perſons to Dance &: a Time whin 
Cad calls them to meurn.,is ceriainly urlawſul, Bu: 
{uch is the caſe at this Day, It the thing were in 
s (clt lawful (which the Arguments 1nſiſted on 
Prove that it is not) Yet to {et upon 1uch a pra- 
<t1cc at ſucha time, muſt needs be a great pro- 
vocation to the ſight of God. Dencers are wont 
coQ1|cdge that Scripture, Eccl. 3. 4. There is a 
Time to Dance, ( though that Coes not ſpeak a 
ſyilabletor the Juſtihcation of ſuch Darcing as 
wc arewriting _ norindeed for any other 
Den:ing, fince the meaning of the place is not * 
that there 15 a /awful time, but only alimited time - 
te Dance.) But they ſhould cor der that Ther: 
s: 4 Tire tomurn, Now to ſet up Dances at a 
Lime when Gods calls to mourn, 1s moſt cer- 
tainly a provocation, There was a Time when 
God by his Prophet ſaid , Hear rhe Word of the 
Lurd, O je (omen, and teach yur daug brers wail» 
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ing, Fer. 9.20. And ſodoes he ipeak by his pro- 
vidence at this day : But at a Time when God 
ſarth, Teach yuur Daughters wailing, ſhall we ſay 
no, We will teach them Dancing? There 15a wo 
pro:.ounced upon them that are at eaſe 1n Sion, 
and wh1ata 7-27 fn when they ſhould be grie-_ 
ved for the Affliction of Foſepb, are Chanting ro 
the ſound of the Viel, Amos 6.5. Every bod 
knows that it 15 a time of much Afﬀiction with 
the Church of God in the World. They that 
begin a Dayce now, give but a poor evidence of 
their belonging tothe Myſtical Body of Chriſt, 
when they do no more ſympathize with its ſor- 
row, this a Time for Figs and Galiards! Lec 
us 1ecommend to ſuch perſons the ſerious Con- 
11961 acton of that Scri»ture, I/a. 22. 12,13, I 4+ 
Inihat Day did the Lord God of Hoſts call ro weep- 
in. :nd to mourning. And behold Foy and Gladneſs, 
Ler us Eat' 4nd Drink, for to morrow we ſhall Die, 
It was revealed in mine Ears by the Lord of Hoſts, 
ſurely this Iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till 

you Nit, faith the Lord of Huſt s. "Ihe Judgments 
ot God are abroad in -the World, and hanging 

| over our own heads too. Should we then make 
Mirth? ' Ezek. 21. 10. Blefſed Mr.-Cctton, tho 

he be' dead (and hath been fo 34. years) yer 

| ſycaketh. He hath left-belund him this Teſti-- 
| mony(m his Book on Eccl. 3.4.) To Dance though 
at Marviages is wnmeet, eſpecially'in N. E. And 
«: ſuch @ Time #5 this, when the Churches" ore in 
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22 An Arrow againft profane _ 
Diſtreſs. Should he rife out of his 'Tomb(which 
15 here among(t us) how would his Holy Soul 
be grieved to behold ſuch Degeneracy in this 
Bolton, | | 
: Arg. 6. That Pratfice againſt which the wrath | 
of God hath been revealed from Heaven, may well 
be dreaded as unrighteous, Rom. 1. 18. But thes 
75 ſadly true concerning mixt Dancings. The Fruyts 
ani] Effez&s thereof have been Tragical & Dil- 
mal. No doubt but that the Promiſcuoms Dances 
fi (C tor atth&r Sacrifices the Heathen uſed -to do 
{o) between the Aoabites and the AMidianitiſh 
Woman, proved a ſnare tothe Chuldren of 1/rae/. 
fi Bithow terrible a Plague followed ? River, Ra- 
| wan and others conclude that Dinah went 
| tO (oe a Dance among the - Shecherpiresz if her | 
| good Father had not jndy}ged: her that liberty, 
he had ſaved her from Ruine, and himſelf and 
Family from great Reproach. Salome , the 
Diughter of Herodias was notable at Dancing | 
But what end did ſhe come to? Nicepborus re- 
lates that falling undor the Ice, her feet Capered 
under the watzr ; and her Head being cut off 
: by, the Ice, 1t danczd above water. . The Story 
.vzt that Biſhop is famous, who having a Mixed 
Dance in his Flouſe, he and the female 1n his 
hand hapned to be cruſh'd to Death. Alſo in 
the City. of Magdeburg. 24 Perſons (Men and | 
Women) were ſtruck dead with the Lightnings 
as they were Promiſcuouſly Daring, See Dr. | 
© Beards | 
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Theater of F1:/,munts, Clap, 36. Hereby may we 
underſtaind that fch Mei, » +: provoked the 
Lord, Numb. 16. 39. Ruto , :> ave many other 
tragical ſtories Confirming ti11- Arguineng,Which 
| we forhear to inention. It » known fromehei 
own Canfcflions chat amo..:;it he HO | 
this America, oftentun2s at tv Dances the 
Devil appears in bodily ſhapz, and cakes awa 
one of them alive. In ſome places of this Wil 
derneſs there are great heaps ut Stones, which 
the Indians have laid together, as an horrid Re- 
membrance of [o hideous a fruit of their Sateni- 
cal Dances, TheWinter of Magics de Spefris, 
obſerves, That there was hagily any meeting 
beewixe the Devil and -Wuches wherein there 
was no Dancing. . b” 
But let us hear what the Patrons of Dances 
have tq plead. Produce your Cauſe, and bring 
forth your ſtrong Reaſons, ſaith the Lord. Say al 
that you have to ſay. | 
| Plea. 1. We Read inthe Scripture of Dancesq 
Miriam Danced, and David Dancel. 
 Anſw. 1. Thoſe Inſtances are not at all 9 
_ the purpoſe; for they were Religious Dances, 
accommadated to the State of the Old-Teſtz- 
ment-Church. They hal alſo Muſick in theit 
worihip, but ſuch as have fo in theſe dayes Jas 
 daize more than Chriſtians ought to do, wi 
 thould divert unto another Lyeſtion, ſhould we. 


ſpeak to chat, 
St an 2, Neither 
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2. Neither were thole mencioned, Mixed 41 
cings 2 Its ſaid of Miriam, The Wiman went ont 
' offer ber \vich Dances, Exod.15. 20, But not that 
| Men went out with them : Nor d1d D.vidiake 
' a Woman by the hand to Dance with him be- 
i forethe Aik. In one Word,there 1s not ſo much 
as one Example 1n the whole Book of God con- 
ccrning mixt dancing, except it be the Inſtance 
of that accurſed and damned Hailotthe Daugh- 
ter of Herodias. 

Plea. 2. The Deſign of Dancing is mly to teach, 
Children good Bebawiour and decent Carriage. 

An. Religion is no Enciny to govd Manners, 
colearn adue Poyſe and Compolure of Body 1s 
not unlawful, provided 1t be done without a 

* provocation to Uncleannels,and be not a Nurſe 

_ of Pride and Vanity. If therefore any be dilpo- 
ſed to have their Children inſtructed in hat 
which may be truely Ornamental; or a dcſire- 
able Accumpliſhment 1n theſe reſpets,they may 
ſend them not to a Blaſphemer, bur to ſome 
(Grave Perſon that will teach them Decency 

| of Behaviour, not Promiſcucuſly, but each Sex 

Hy themſelves; ſo neher God nor Man will || 

|} be offended 

i! This notwithſtanding, Every thing 1s not 

I}: _ Good Carriage ; which Light and Vain Perſons 

| all callſo, Why ſhould Pantomimical Geſtures 

named good Carriage, There 15 a behaviour 
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which Light Perfor.s look upon as an accom- | 
plſhment ; bur ſuch as are grave and fold, and - 
wiſe (. whole eſteem 1s moi to be valued Yhave 
other thoughts of it.. ' If the Holy Prophet 
Iſaiah were alive in theſe dayes, he would not | 
- Call a fftretched forth neck, and wanton eye, a Min | 
eing as they go, by the name of good carriage». Bt 
35one of the Devil's Wiles to Guild over corrupe * 
Practices with Golden Names, that .men may | 
the more eaſily ſwallow them.In this debauched /| 
Age; frequent Oſculaticns amongſt thoſe that 
arc notin any Conjugal Relation; is called good-1 
Breeding, Gentile behaviour, and the like. - But | 
Chriſtzai:s ought -to hate ſuch tendencies to 
NNicolaitiſm, tor Chriſt hates them, Rev. 2. 6. 
Plea 3. Children are nuch pleaſed with this Ex- 
erciſe, Anf. That we believe : But 'f u fune 
with cheir corrupt naenres, that's a {1:3n 1t 1s evils 


No doubt . but that if a Stage play-were fer u 
- many Children wonld be as much pleaſed wi 
it, as now they are with the Dance. If a Blaſs: 
phemer ſhall cell them, There's as good Divinity! 
to be learned by a Play as by the Scripture. R 
| ſelf, perhaps they may be debauched mto the- 
belief of 1t, if ever they ſhould ſee Scripture-ſtes, 
-ries acted 1n a Play, which indeed js a profane: 
Practice common amongſt the Papiſts, but £] 


hibited in Reformed Churches under pain of 
the higheſt c:nſure. The Lord ſaith, Seek nat . 
after your own heart nd your. own wajes, aftes " 


whicl | 
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Which you uſe to goan whoring, Neurrb. i5. 35. 
Plea. 4 Such dancing is now become cuſtomary 
amongſt Chriſtians. Anſ. Which cannot bethought 
' on Without horror. A great and Learned Di- 
vine takes notice of it :as a very ſad thing, that 
| allche profane Dances th uſgamongſt the La- 
| -ſcivious Greeks of Old, have of late years been 
revived in the Chriſtian World; yea, and in 
Places where the Reformed Religion has taughe 
men better. Bur ſhall -Chriſttans follow the 
courſe of the World ? They ought to ſwim a+ 
—_ the ſtream, and to keep themſelves pure 
If from the fins of che Times of which this of 11:x- 
It ed dancing 1s none of the leaſt, | 
Plea. $. Some good men think it is lawful ! 
If 4»/. Wearenotto walk by the Qpinion of this 
| It or that good Man, but by the Scriptures. To 
If zhe Law and to the Teftimony, if they [peak net as- 
Wſ cording to that there is nolight in them, Feartul 
I} Judgments have befallen a Protefling People for 
if doing ſuch things as ſome good Men through 
I} error of Judgment have approved of. Wedare 
if! notdeny, that there have been ſome good Men 
I] 3n the world, who have been ſo tar miſled as 
/ tojuſtify Profanations of the Lords Day. And 
I]; Lutherans have pleaded for Graven Images, - 
Ih. contrary to the ſecond Commandment. 
| But ſhonld ſuch things be tolerated in N. E. we 
| have reaſon to believe that the hot diſpleaſure 


, | bf God wouldſoon burn: againſt us, Betides, 
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it is more than we know, if one good man hath 
written in cefence of mixt Dancings.- One 
that hath written againſt .Dancers,: giveth his 
Book this Tucle, The Church of ungodly Men and 
 Wimen whoſe King is Lucifer, But we cannot 

call ro -mind'one Proteſtant Author who has 
been real for che intereſt of Reformation, 'that, 
has ſer his Pen on- work to plead for a praftice 
fo vile and infamous. Fhis Objection turns upon 
Dancers thus, That practice with Holy Men in 
all ages have abhorred.may well be ſuſpected to 
be an evil practice ; Butit was ſhewed that this 
3s true of promiſcuous Dancing. We ſhall chen 
conclude chis Diſcourſe with adouble Coro/lary, 

Corol. 1. It is the Duty of Churches to exerciſe 
the Diſcipline of Chriſt towards ſuch of their Mem- 
bers as ſhall offend in this matter. The Rule is clear 
and written with the Beams of the San, 2 7he/; 

.6-We command you, Brethren, in the Name of 

our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that you withdraw your. 
ſelves frometery Brother that walketh diſorderly 
and not-a/ter the Tradition which be received from 

#5, Now they that frequent Pronuſcuous Dan» 
cingsy or that (end their Children thereunto, 
walk diſorderly, and contrary to the Apoſtles 
Dodetrine. It has been. proved that ſuch a pras 
Rice-1s a Scandalous Immerality, and therefore 
to be removed out of Churches by Diſcipline, 
which is the Broom of Chiiſt , whereby he 


ceps his Churches clean. Zepperus and otheis 
Obs. 
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obſerve that it was by this means, that Churches 
 - in the Primitive times were preſerved from this 
| corruption. - And thus it hath been in the Re- 
| formed Churches. The National Synod held 
| at Dort, Anno 1578. thus expreſs themlelves, 
Becauſe Dances are for the moſt part attended with 
2 Levity unbeccming Chriſtians, und are an offence 
ro the Godly, eſpecially when. practiſed mm a time of 
comm#yn Danger and Calamity, they that go to Dan- 
ccs, ſhall be reproved, and if after divers Adman;- 
110915 they perſiſt thercin, they are ro be excluded 
r.,m Communion. And leveral Provincial Af- 
ſemblics in /1.//and, havedeclared that the {word 
of Diſciphne ought co be brandiſhed again ſuch 
O'fenders, as Yoetius ceſtifieth (In D;/put, de cx+ 
cellis mundi, p.345, 347.) And the Reforming 
Syn ds 19 Puland above an hundred years ago, 
di ab(olutely prohibit thelſe Dances, and pre- 
ſcribe the uſe of Diſciphne againit chat evil : 
O1::c2 more 1n the printed Diſcipline of the Re- 
| formed Churches 1n France, p.45. They have 
th's \-ticie, Dancing is to ſuppreſſed, and thoſe 
that take the liberty or cuſtom to Nance after they 
have becn ſeveral trmes Adronilied ſhall be Excem- 
rmunicated, when they [lew themſelves obſrinate in 
tbeir Rebellion. And the Conſiſtories are exhorted 
c!l to put this Article into I:xecution, and to-read 
the ſame publickly in the Name of Ged, 2d m the 
Auch.rity of the Synod,, and the jaid S5nods and 
Confercnces are exhoried to take hied of and warn 


| thoſe 
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thoſe Conſiſteries that therein do net their Dufjes, 
. F0 cenſure the Offenders for it, 5 

And ſhall Churches in N, E. who have. had a 
Name to bs ſtrifter and purer than other bens 


ches,ſuffer ſuch a ſcandalous evilamongſt them? 
if all that areunder Diſcipline be made ſenfible 
of chis matcer, we ſhall not be muchos long in- 
feſted with a Choreutical Damon. ww” 
Corol, 2. Such Church-Members in N. E. as 
have ſent their Children to be Practitioners or Spe=; 
&ators of mixt Dancing between young Men and 
Maidens,. have cauſe to be deeply humbled,. But 
Rand till a while! what a word 1s here! Church- 
AMembers and their Children in N. FE. at mixt Dan- 
ces! Be aftoniſh:d O ye Heavens without doubt A- 
braham is ignorant of us, and Iſrael knoweth us not. 
If our Fathers ſhould riſe oue of their Graves, .- 
they would not own ſuch Children. Ir has been 
obſerved by ſeveral lcarned8&holy Men that Fob 
- giveth it 2s the Deſcription and Charatter. 
of ungodly ones: They ſend forth their little 
ones like a Flock, and their Children Dance, they, 
tale the Timbrel and Harp, and rejoyce at the, 
ſound of the Organs, Job 21. 11,12. Mr. Caryls: 
nate on thoſe words 15, That worldly men breed. 
their Children wvainly. This is all their Religion. 
Th> Catechiſm which Wicked men teach their. 
Children 1s to Dartce and to Sing. Not that”. 
Dancing, or Mulick, or Singing are in them- 
{:ly6s fiatul: butifc he Dancing Maſter bs wick 
+, w ; RD! e 
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they are commonly abuſed to la\civiouſneſs,ahd 
that makes them to become abominable. Bur 
will you that are Profeſlors of Religion have 
your Children to be thus taught ? the Lord ex- 
_ that you ſhould give the Children whoare 
ptized into his Name another kind of Edu- 
cation, that you ſhould bring them up in the: 
' nurture and admonition of the Lord : And/do 
you'not hear che Lord: Expoſtulating the caſe 
with you, and ſaying, you have taken my Chil-' 
dren, the Children that were given unto me; | 
theChildren that were ſolemnly engaged to re- 
nonnce the, Pomps of Satan; but 1s this a light 
matter that you have taken theſe my Children, 
and initiated them inthe Pomps ang Vanites of 
the Wicked one; contrary to: your Covenant? 
What will you fay in the day + the Lords ple ad- 
ing with you? we have that charity for you as to 
believe that you haveerred through Ignorance, 
and not wickedly : and we have therefore ac- 
counted it our Daty to inform you 1n the Truth, 
If you reſolve not on Reformation, you will 'be 
Jef inexcuſable. However it ſhall be, we have 
now piven our Teſtimony and dehvered our. 
ewn Souls, Conſider what we ſay, and the Lord 
five yeu underſtanding in all things, 
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